
Oneida County Hos-

pital is proud to be 

the recipient of  The 

Blue Cross of Idaho 

Rural Hospital Qual-

ity Initiative Award.  

This award recog-

nizes hospitals for 

their involvement  & 

commitment in mak-

ing improvements to 

the quality, safety, 

and affordability of healthcare in 

Idaho. 

The Blue Cross of Idaho Hospital 

Quality Incentive Award devel-

oped in collaboration with Idaho 

hospitals and the Idaho Hospital 

Association (IHA), measures pa-

tient safety and improved clinical 

outcomes, and rewards hospitals 

based on their results. The award 

program evaluates several criteria, 

including the implementation of 

evidence-based 

measures known 

to improve 

health outcomes 

in treating pneu-

monia, heart at-

tack, congestive 

heart failure and 

diabetes. The 

program also 

evaluates and 

promotes patient 

safety by monitoring infections 

and surgical complications. 

Oneida County Hospital is 

proud and grateful to the efforts 

of our dedicated staff who have 

made this award possible. 

Thank you for 

bringing your 

best to Oneida 

County Hospi-

tal.  
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Oneida County Hospital is 

happy to announce that we are 

now providing Magnetic Reso-

nance Imaging (MRI)  to the 

residents of Oneida County. Af-

ter much contemplation, the de-

cision was made because we feel 

that MRI will provide a much 

needed service to our commu-

nity.  

MRI provides an unparalleled 

view inside the human body. 

The level of detail seen is ex-

traordinary compared with any 

other imaging modality. MRI is 

the method of choice for the di-

agnosis of many types of injuries 

and conditions because of the 

ability to tailor the exam to the 

particular medical question be-

ing asked. By changing exam 

parameters, MRI can cause tis-

sues in the body to take on dif-

ferent appearances. MRI pro-

vides much greater contrast be-

tween the different soft tissues of 

the arterial system in the body. 

In many cases, MRI can do this 

without a contrast injection.  

Unlike CT, MRI uses no ioniz-

ing radiation, but uses a power-

ful magnetic field.  

The biggest and most important 

component in an MRI is the 

magnet. These are very incredi-

bly powerful magnets that allow 

radiologists and doctors to see 

parts of your body that in the 

past would have required a pa-

tient to have surgery to view. We 

are proud to be able to provide 

the technology of larger hospi-

tals, but right here at home. This 

gives our patients the conven-

ience of great healthcare right 

here at their Oneida County Hos-

pital.  We strive to  keep our 

promise by ñAlways Bringing 

You Our Bestò!  
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the body than computed tomo-

graphy (CT) does, making it es-

pecially useful in neurological 

(brain), musculoskeletal (knee, 

shoulder, back, & neck injuries), 

cardiovascular, and oncological 

(cancer) imaging. This is very 

helpful to the radiologist in de-

termining if something seen is 

normal or not. MRI can also im-

age flowing blood in virtually 

any part of the body. This allows 

us to perform studies that show 

O N E I D A  CO U N T Y H O S P I T A L 

 

For the past six to seven 

years we (Oneida County 

Hospital) have been involved 

in what is called the Regional 

Planning Group, which in-

cludes the hospitals in the 

southeast Idaho region. Our 

purpose has been to work 

together to prepare our facil-

ity for Mass Casualty Situa-

tions (disasters).  Part of our 

preparation has involved ob-

taining federal grants to pur-

MRI comes to OCH 

MRI  of the brain 

chase equipment that would 

help us be ready for any kind 

of event. This last May we set 

up part of the equipment that 

we have purchased, which 

includes Decontamination 

Showers, & Environment Con-

tainment Unit.  This allows us 

to convert one of our hospital 

rooms into an isolation room 

for an infectious patient. This 

was a great learning experi-

ence for those involved. 

  

Your OCH is Prepared!  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contrast_(vision)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ionizing_radiation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ionizing_radiation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnetism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computed_tomography
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computed_tomography
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neurology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_musculoskeletal_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiovascular_magnetic_resonance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oncology
http://health.howstuffworks.com/blood.htm


Dr Bitner enjoys a great rela-

tionship with Oneida County 

For two years Dr. Matthew F. 

Bitner has been coming to 

Oneida County Hospital serv-

ing as an Orthopedic Surgeon. 

Most surgeries are performed 

right here at your Oneida 

County Hospital. 

Dr. Bitner attended Creighton 

University School of Medicine 

graduating in 1990. Following 

graduation he did an intern-

ship at St. Joseph Hospital in  

Omaha in General surgery 

from 1990-1992. He com-

pleted his residency at West 

Beaumont Army Medical Cen-

ter in Orthopedic Surgery 

from 1996-2000. As an impor-

tant part of the medical staff, 

Hospital and sees the impor-

tance in helping the residents 

of Oneida County receive bet-

ter health care at home. This is 

why he chooses to come to 

Oneida County Hospital.   

For an appointment call 866 -

734-2151 or 435-734-2151.  

Dr. Bitner lives in Tremonton, 

UT with his wife Sally & their  9 

kids. He is a òmajoró John 

Deere fan. He used to Rodeo, & 

enjoys riding horses. He enjoys 

being active with his childrenõs 

sports. 

We are happy he is here to 

serve our hospital and our 

community!  

enjoys duck hunting, 4 -
wheeling, training hunt-
ing dogs, and camping. 

Wes is always willing to 
help and loves to stay 
busy all the time. He has 
been an essential team 
member in the remodel-
ing of radiology, acute 
care shower room, med 
room, ice room, ward 
clerk area; long term care 
family room, dining room, 
patient rooms, medical re-
cords, and home health. Wes 
truly exemplifies our values 
of Teamwork, Respect, 

Wes Jones has worked for 
Oneida County Hospital 
since October 8, 2007.  Prior 
to working for our facility, 
he worked for Oneida 
County Road Department, 
Kesler Bobcat Service and a 
construction company oper-
ating heavy equipment.  He 
is also a partner in Jones 
Brother Lawn Maintenance 
that maintains 400 apart-
ment units in Logan.   
Wes is married and has one 
daughter, Harley Lynn who 
just turned 4.   

When not working, he     
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Matthew F. Bitner m.d.  

Employee of the quarter  

I S S U E  3   

Caring Professionals 

Excellence and Compassion.  

Congratulations Wes for 

bringing us your best! 
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dren can grow out of a speech 

delay, but òwatching & waiting ò 

is a practice no longer advised 

by medical & educational profes-

sionals. Suzette Porterõs daugh-

ter, Kylie, has been a patient of 

Putnamõs for a year. òWe noticed 

a speech problem when Kylie 

was 3 years old. It (SLP) helped 

immensely in just 6 months time. 

Our family & friends noticed a 

big difference,ó explains Porter. 

When a child canõt communi-

cate or canõt be understood it 

causes frustration for both the 

child & parent. Porter recog-

nized a problem with Kylie's 

speech when her son was al-

ways interpreting what Kylie 

was trying to say. Kylie could 

communicate but it wasn't com-

ing out right. The Porters could 

see that more frustration for Ky-

lie would come in the future  

when her friends couldnõt un-

derstand her, and they worried 

she would feel isolated. òKids say 

stuff backwards and that is cute, 

but it's the pronunciation of 

words that she was struggling 

withó, explains Porter.  The Por-

ters highly recommend Putnam 

as she relates so well with chil-

dren.   

Jennifer Putnam urges all par-

ents who have concerns about 

their child's development to con-

tact a SLP before starting school. 

The teacher & child will have a 

much smoother time.   

 Call Jen Putnam SLP @ 520-

1403 for a free screening or for 

questions.  

A  Speech Language Pathologist 

(SLP) evaluates, identifies, and 

treats communication disorders, 

which not only include speech & 

language difficulties, but com-

prehension, problem solving , 

reading, cognitive & swallowing 

difficulties. Many parents make 

the mistake of waiting until their 

children get into school to then 

have them meet with a SLP.  Ac-

cording to Jennifer Putnam, a 

speech language pathologist 

who works out of the Oneida 

County Clinic, ó The idea is to 

capture as many children as pos-

sible that may have problems 

and intervene early. Unresolved 

Speech & Language difficulties 

often result in written language 

difficulties including reading, 

writing, & spelling delays.ó Chil-

O N E I D A  CO U N T Y H O S P I T A L 

Speech Clinic right here at home  

 

N o  w o n d e r  G r e a t  G ra n d ma  h a d  

such an interesting Childhoodé. 

 

Bayerõs Heroin: 

Between 1890 

and 1910 her-

oin was sold as 

a non-addictive 

substitute for 

morphine. It 

was also used to 

treat children 

with a strong 

cough. 

We are on the web 

www.oneidahospital.com  

150 North 200 West  

Malad City, ID 83252  

 

Phone: 208 ð766-2231 

Fax 208 -766-4819 

Upcoming events 

¶ Come to ñFamily Fun Nightò August 13 at the 

Oneida County Fairgrounds at 7:00 pm. We 

will be giving out two child bicycles 

¶ Coming in October -Brake for Breakfast, free 

healthy breakfast for the community to draw 

awareness to Breast Cancer. 


